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FROM THE
AIRPORT

Ataxiinto Hamra will
cost between $30 and
$50, depending on the
time of day. The journey
takes just 15 minutes
There are no buses

or trainsinto town

EAT

Best for breakfast
Colourful Café Hamra
is the place to go foran
early morning feast.

Fill up on muffins,
croissants, fried eggs,
yoghurt and manouche
bi zaatar (thyme
sprinkled on flatbread).
Hamra Street, opposite
Crowne Plaza Hotel,
+961 1 348 999

Best for brunch
Mayrig is an Armenian
restaurant that serves
tasty fare in a beautiful
old stone home. There
are plenty of dishes to
choose from, butit's the
basterma (cured beef)
and eggs that really
stand out

282 Pasteur Street,
+9611572121

Best for a

luxury dinner
Beirutis packed with
so many fine-dining
restaurants but our pick
is Momo at the Souks
This Franco-Moroccan
restaurant is perfect on
every level. The ravioles
blanc vert, made with
Boursin cheese, is the
highlight. For dessert,
tuck into the caraibe, a
delicious silky smooth
chocolate cake

Beirut Souks,

+961 76 700 407
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Best for dessert

Bliss House, near the
American University of
Beirut, is the place that
gets all the attention,
but a few doors along
isahidden treat -
University Crépe. Choose
achocolate barand
watch these pancake
masters meltitinto the
mixture, before adding
a bit of Nutella, some
banana and a sprinkling
of coconut.

Bliss Street, next

to McDonald's

Best fora

late-night meal
Barbaris the city's
most popular one-stop
shop for fresh falafel,
shawarma and pastries
and it holds a special
placein the heart of
many a Beiruti. Open
24 hours a day, Barbar
can be relied on to serve
up quality Lebanese
and Western fast food
at bargain prices and
lightning speed.

Rue Spears,
Clemenceau and off
Abdul Aziz Street,
Hamra, +9611 379778

RELAX

The Beirut Art Centre

is home to regularly
changing exhibitions, a
cinema and workshops
There's also a fantastic
bookshop and a big,
bright café. Just outside,
along the seafront,
you'll find some unusual
publicart

Jisr Al-Wati,
+9611397018

SHOP

Every Saturday morning
farmers from across

the country set up shop
inacar park. Souk El
Tayeb is Lebanon's first
farmers’ market. After
the market, head to Mar
Mikhael to their buffet
restaurant, Tawlet (left).
Behind Beirut Souks

Waw Design uses Arabic
calligraphy in unusual
ways. |t produces
homewareinits
signature style

Kennedy Street,

+9611 379099
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DISPATCH FROM LONDON,

THE BURGER BOY

London and New York are home to some
of the best burgers in the world. So when
a Lebanese entrepreneur decided to take
his Ashrafiyeh burger bar, BRGR.CO to the
UK, he knew he had a fight on his hands.
But Hussein Hadad, who opened up on
Abdel Wahab El Inglizi Street in 2010, is a
confident man. The Masterpiece contains
an 8oz slab of Scottish beef. Sides like the
parmesan truffle fries impress almost as
much as the meat. The London branch is
getting rave reviews from the Brits. Next
stop New York? Sakhr Al-Makhadhi
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DAMASCUS

FROM THE
AIRPORT

Buses run every 30
minutes into Baramkeh
in the city centre and
take 25 minutes,
charging $1. A taxi will
cost a fixed fare of $30.

ABOUT THE CITY
One of the region’s
most beautiful cities,
Damascus liesin the
shadow of Jebel Qasioun
and isjust 20 minutes
from the border with
Lebanon. The walled
Old City is home to one
of the world's biggest
mosques, which
includes the shrine of
John the Baptist

FROM THE
AIRPORT
Ataxiinto the city
should cost no more
than $10 and takes
around 20 minutes.
Thereis no reliable
public transport from
the airport

ABOUT THE CITY
Aleppois Syria's

second city and was a
significant trading post
on the silk route that
ran from Asia to Europe
The city has some of the
country's —if not the
region's — tastiest
cuisine and is known
for the sweet-and-sour
cherry kebab

FROM THE
AIRPORT

Taxis wait for every
arrival at Deir Ezzor
airport and the journey
into the city takes

15 minutes

ABOUT THE CITY
Deir Ezzor is the
gateway to the Dura
Europos, as well as being
a hub for the country's
oil workers. Deiris

on the banks of the
Euphrates River and lies
about 80km from Iraq.
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BEIRUT - The St George's Cricket
Club is currently unbeaten. But that's

only because they've never played

a single match. Until recently, there
were bearly enough players in Beirut
to put together a rival team. They
practise on wasteland in Sin el Fil and,
with a bit of luck, they may even find
someone to play against soon.

bit.ly/beirutcricket
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